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AMENDMENT 

This Amendment is in response to the Office Action dated December 19, 
2003, and is made to place the claims in condition for allowance. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS begin on page 2 of this paper. 
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Applicant's present invention is not obvious over the cited combination of 
references relied upon by the Examiner. The independent claims, namely claim 1 and 
claim 23, have been amended. These claims more particularly point out that the 
compressed air as well as the oven air is combined in a nozzle in order to facilitate 
delivery of the air flow from the nozzle outlet to the work piece. Applicant's present 
invention is distinguishable in that the compressed air and the oven air mix within the 
nozzle means prior to exiting the outlet of the nozzle means. Applicant is unable to 
find in the cited references a disclosure or suggestion of the Applicant's present 
invention recited in claims 1 and 23. Applicant submits that the cited references 
taken alone, or even when combined fail to teach, suggest or disclose this novel 
feature of the Applicants present invention. Accordingly, the invention, as claimed 
in the dependent claims 2-3, 6, 12-13, 15-16 and 18 should also be patentable over the 
cited references for the same reasons. 

For the above reasons, Applicant's present invention is not obvious over the 
Friedel and Ritz references, and reconsideration and a withdrawal of the rejection is 
earnestly solicited. 

If necessary, an appropriate extension of time to respond is respectfully 
requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 



required to Patent Office Deposit Account/No. 05-0208. 
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If further matters remain in connection with this matter, the Examiner is 



invited to telephone the Applicant's undersigned representative at the number below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Harding, Earley, Follmer & Frailey 

Attorneys for Applicant 



John F.A, Earley in - Reg.<Ngl 31,350 
Frank J. Bonini, Jr. - Reg, No. 35,452 
Charles L. Riddle - Reg. No. 54,779 
1288 Valley Forge Road 
86 The Commons at Valley Forge East 
P. O. Box 750 

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0750 
Telephone: 610-935-2300 
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